Appendix A (Literature Effectiveness Testing Results)

For literature effectiveness testing, four test subjects were selected. Two (Subjects A and B) had no prior audio recording knowledge whatsoever, one (Subject C) had some knowledge (simple usage of sequencing software, basic mixing and recording ability), and one (Subject D) had a large quantity of knowledge and experience (a fellow student of this course). Subject's responses were verbal, and have been typed up as accurately as possible.

Article – 'Signature Sounds – Mark King':

	Prior to reading the article we asked:
	Response:

	Who is Mark King?
	· Subject A – Didn't know.

· Subject B - Didn't know.

· Subject C - Didn't know.

· Subject D - Didn't know.

	What's the main element of Mark King's sound?
	· Subject A – Didn't know.

· Subject B - Didn't know.

· Subject C - Didn't know.

· Subject D - Didn't know.

	Boosting the bass and treble, but cutting the mids will produce 'what'?
	· Subject A - Didn't know.

· Subject B - Didn't know.

· Subject C - “Not sure.”

· Subject D – “Usually, a smiley face shape EQ.”

	
	

	After reading the article we asked:
	Response:

	Who is Mark King?
	· Subject A - “He's a bass player.”

· Subject B - “Plays the guitar.”

· Subject C - “A famous guy who plays the bass guitar.”

· Subject D - “He's a bass player.”

	What's the main element of Mark King's sound?
	· Subject A - “The frequencies?”

· Subject B - “I can't remember.”

· Subject C - “His EQ.”

· Subject D - “The way that he equalises his sound.”

	Boosting the bass and treble, but cutting the mids will produce 'what'?
	· Subject A - “I'm not sure...”

· Subject B - “A gap?”

· Subject C - “The sound is like...open. I can't remember what it said – something about an  active equaliser?”

· Subject D - “You make a frequency gap in the EQ. It sounds hollow because of this.”


	
	Of the four subjects and three questions, 8 answers showed significant improvement AFTER reading the article.


Article – 'Active/Passive Electronics':

	Prior to reading the article we asked:
	Response:

	What's the difference between active and passive electronics?
	· Subject A – Didn't know.

· Subject B – Didn't know.

· Subject C – “It means they run on batteries, doesn't it?”

· Subject D - “If it's active, then the signal is active so the signal is louder...”

	What do passive pickups generally sound like?
	· Subject A - “I don't know.”

· Subject B - “I'm not sure. Very plain I'm guessing?”

· Subject C - “I don't know.”

· Subject D - “They're unpowered and sound natural. They don't really sound like anything. They don't colour the sound.”

	What extra features do active electronics often have?
	· Subject A - “I'm not sure.”

· Subject B - “I don't know.”

· Subject C - “Probably a louder output?”

· Subject D - “They can have all sorts, like a built-in equaliser and batteries and distortion effects.”

	
	

	After reading the article we asked:
	Response:

	What's the difference between active and passive electronics?
	· Subject A - “I'm still not sure. It would help if you added a list of bullet points so we could see the differences easily.”

· Subject B - “You can change the sound right on the guitar itself rather than at your other equipment?”

· Subject C - “Active pickups have an increased frequency response. And are brighter.”

· Subject D - “Emphasised artificial treble frequencies with actives. And they run on batteries which can run out.”

	What do passive pickups generally sound like?
	· Subject A - “Passive pickups are very natural and magnetic.”

· Subject B - “They are very hot and plain.”

· Subject C - “Their EQ is even, so they're easy to record.”

· Subject D - “Usually have a lot of bass and middle frequencies. Very sort of - woody and bassy I think.”

	What extra features do active electronics often have?
	· Subject A - “Their louder, and they can have filters on the sound.”

· Subject B - “An equaliser. Don't know what else.”

· Subject C - “They can have an EQ on them, so you can have an EQ on the bass and on the amplifier.”

· Subject D - “A preamp to boost and change the signal, a 2 or 3-band equaliser, and special frequency-band filters.”


	
	Of the four subjects and three questions, 9 answers showed significant improvement AFTER reading the article.


